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1 THIS. EPISTLE BOTH# 
#. _ . ſes ateplaynely declared, why the Kynz- 
Shenes owght nepther to tende noz go to 
-. 5:2 ncill indicted at Uincence,and alſo how 
xpylouſe a thinge it is fo; all ſuche as 
pꝛo feſſe the trewe doctrine 
| N thether. | 
"REVNTO ALSO- IS AN- 
Dd the Pꝛoteſtation made the laſt pe by the 
ges hyghenes, his holle Counlaple and clers 
gve, as touchinge the Councille indi⸗ 
tted at Mantua c. 


| nde bothe o Chiiſten Reader » fruthe is 5 
"mpnge home, konge akoze bepnge in captpuptpe, 
ſteppe fozth and meete her by the ways: pf thou 


ſee her preſente, embꝛace hir, and ſhewe thy ſelle 


4 


gladde ok her tetourne. 1 90 


UENAT: THE, vin, BY "THE 


race of God kynge of Englende and of 
72 Cc. ſaluteth the Emperour, Erez 


ſten princes, and all true Cbriſten men, 
deſyringe peace and Concorde 
amonges them. 


ä ERE as not long 
X17 74 ſithens a boke came 
Y N 2 Sjf02th in oure and all 
ſoure counſaples na⸗ 
| V Games \whyche bothe 
Acõteyned many cau⸗ 

| kes, ede Ag Coyncylle, 
than by the Byſſhoppe of Romes 
vlurped power fpzſte indycted atte 
Mantua to be kepte the. rriit.daye 
of Map, after p:0z0ged to Nouem= 

| bie, noo place appoynted where it 
chulde be kepte . And where as the 
ſame boke doth lufficientely pzone; 
* ours cauſe coulde take no hurt. 
9 li nep- 


* 
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And pet we ppteſtethat we neyther 


AN EPISTLE. 

nepther with any thynge doone oz 
decreed in ſuche a companpe of ad⸗ 
dicte men to one ſecte, noꝛ in any o⸗ 
ther Councille called by his vſur- 
ped power, we thynke it nothynge 
neceſſarye, ſo ofte to make new pꝛo⸗ 
teſtations, as the byſſhop of Rome 
and his courtes, by ſubtyltye and 
crafte, doo inuente wapes to mocke 
the woꝛlde by newe pꝛetenſed gene: 
rall Councilles. Yet not withſtan⸗ 
dynge bycaule that ſome thynges 
haue nowe occurred, eyther vppon 
occaſion gyuen vs, by chaunge ol 
the place, oz els thzoughe other con⸗ 
ſyderations, whyche nowe beynge 
knowen to the wozlde, maye do mo⸗ 


che good, we thought we ſhulde do, 


but euen as that loue enfozceth vs, 
whiche we owe vnto Chꝛiſtis fayth 
and relygion, to adde this Epiſtell: 


put 


5 


AN EPISTLE. = 
put koꝛth that boke, neyther pet ws 

wolde this Epiſtle to be let afoze it, 
that thereby we ſhulde ſeme leſſe to 
deſyze a generall Councille, than gs 
ny other pꝛynce 02 potentate, but ra⸗ 
ther moze deſp2ous of it, fo it were 
free fo2 all partes, and vniuerſall. 
And further we deſyze al good pꝛin⸗ 
ces, potentates , # people, to eſteme 
and thynke that noo pꝛynce wolde 
moꝛe wyllingly be pꝛeſent at ſuche a 
Councille than we , ſuchea one, we 
meane, as welpeakeof in our Pꝛo⸗ 
teſtatvon, made concernynge the 
Councille of Mantua. Trewely as 
our fozefathers inuented nothynge 
moꝛe holyer than general Councils, 
vled as they ought to be fo there is 
almoſt nothinge, that may do moꝛe 
hurt to the Chꝛiſtian comon welth, 
tothe faith, to our religion, than ge⸗ 
nerall councils, tf they be abuſed to 
I iii luker, 


AN EPISTLE,. 
luker, to gapnes, to the eſtablyſhe⸗ 
ment of errours. They be called ge- 
nerall, and euen by their name doo 
admonyſthe vs, that all Chziſten 
men, which do dilcent in any opini⸗ 
on, maye in them openly, frankelp, 
and without feare of punyſſhement 
oʒ diſpleaſure, ſay they2 mpude. Foz 
ſeyngeſuche thinges as are decreed 
in generall Councils, touche egally 
all men that gyue aſſent thervnto, it 
is mete that euery man maye bolde⸗ 
ly laye there, that he thinketh. Ind 
verelp we luppoſe, that it ought not 
to be called a generall Councylle, 
where alonlye thoſe men are harde, 
which are determined foz euer in all 
poyntes, to defend the popyſh part, 
and to arme theym lelte to fyght in 
the Bylſhoppe ok Romes quarelle, 
though it were againſt god and his 
ſctiptures It is no generall _ 

. | ee, 
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nerall, where the ſame men be one⸗ 
ly aduocates and aduerſaries , the 
fame accuſed and iuges. No it is a- 
gaynſte the lawe of nature, eyther 
that we ſhuld condeſcende to ſo vn⸗ 
reſonable a lawe againſt our ſeifes, 
either that weſhuld ſufrre our ſelfes 
to belefte withoute all defence, and 
beynge oppꝛeſſed with greatteſt in⸗ 
iuries, to haue no refuge to ſuccour 
our leiues at. The byſhop ol Rome 
and his, be our great ennempes as 
we and all the wozlde may well per- 
cepue by his doynges . He deſyꝛeth 
nothinge moꝛe than our hurte, and 
the deſiruction of oure Realme: do 
not we than violate the iudgement 
of nature, yf we gyue hym power 
and auctozitie to be out iudge⸗ His 
pꝛetended Honour fyꝛſte gotten by 
ſuperſtition , after encreaſed by vys 
V tit olence, 


till, neyther it oughttobecalledge- 


AN EPISTIL E. 
dlence, and other wayes, as euplle 
as that: his power lette vppe by 
pꝛetenſe of religion, in dede, both a⸗ 
gaynſte relygyon, and alſo contra⸗ 
ry to the woꝛde of god: his pꝛima⸗ 
cye, bozne by the ignozancye of the 
wozlde,nouryſſhed by the ambition 
of Byſſhops of Rome, defended by 
places of Scripture, faiſely vnder⸗ 
ſtande. (Thele. iii. thynges we ſape, 

whiche are kallen with vs, and are 
lyke to fall in other realmes ſhoztly, 
all they not be eſtablyſhed again, 
yr he maye decyde our cauſe as hym 
Iyſtethz It he maye at his pleaſure 
oppꝛeſſe a caule moſte ryghtuoule, 
and ſet vp his, moſte againe truth? 
Certaynely he is verye blynde that 
ſeeth not, what ende we maye loke 


fo: of our controuerſie, if ſuche our 


ennempe maye gyue the lentence. 
We delpze, pr it were in any mou 
poſſi⸗ 
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AN EPISTLEs» 
poſſible, a council, where ſome hope 
may be, that thoſe thinges, ſhall be 
reſtozed. whiche now beinge depꝛa⸗ 
uate, are lyke, if they be not amen⸗ 
ded, to be the vtter ruine of Chꝛiſten 
religion. And as we do delyze ſuche 
a councyll, and thinke it mete, that 
all men in all their pꝛayers, ſhoulde 
craue and deſyze it of god: euen lo 
we thinke it pertayneth vnto oure 
office, to pꝛouyde bothe that theſe 
popyſheſubtylties hurt none of our 
ſubiectes, and allo to admonyſſhe 
other Chꝛiſten pꝛincis, that the byl⸗ 
ſhoppe ok Rome mape not by their 
conſent abuſe the auctozitte of kyn⸗ 
ges, eyther to the extpnguyſhing of 
the true pꝛeaching of ſcripture (that 
now begynneth to lpzyng, to grow, 

and ſpzed abzode)epthertothetrou- 
blyng of pꝛinces liberties, to the dt- 
myniſhynge of kynges aurtozties 

an 


| AN EPIST LE. 
and to the great blemyſſhe of they 
pꝛincely mateſtie. We dout nothing 
but a reder not parciall, wyll ſoone 
appꝛoue ſuche thynges as we watte 
in the treatyſe kolowynge, not ſoo 
moche foz oure excuſe, as that the lo 
woꝛlde maye perceyue both the ſon It 
dꝛy deceytes, craftes, and ſubtilties Wi: 
of the papiſtes, and alſo, how moch In 
we delyze that controuerſyes in re⸗ It 
lygyon mapye ones be taken awaye. a 
All that weſapde there of Mantua, It 
mape here well be ſpoken of Uin⸗ fr 
cence. They do almoſte agree in all Ic 
poyntes . Neyther it ts lpke, that c 
there wol be any mozeat this coun- || o 
cille at Uincence , than were the laſt t 
pere atte Mantua. Trewelye he is If 
wozthy to be deceyued, that beynge t 
twyle mocked, woll not beware the Þ| « 
thyꝛde tyme. If any this laſt pere t 
made koꝛth to warde Mantua, and 1 
bepnge 


AN EPISTLEs 
beynge halfe on their wape, thanne 
perceyued , that they hadde taken 
vppon them that tourney in vapne, 
we do not thynke them ſo foolylſhe, 
that they wolle hereafter ryde farre 
oute ok towne to be mocked. The 
tyme alſo, and the ſtate of thynges 
is ſucho, that matters of Relpgyon 
maye rather nowe be bꝛoughte kar⸗ 
ther in trouble, as other thynges 
are, than be commodioulſelp intrea⸗ 
ted of, and decyded. Foz where as in 
mauer the hole woꝛlde is after ſuch 
ſozte troublyd with warres, ſo in- 
combed with the great pzeparati- 
ons that the Turke maketh , canne 
there be any manneſo agaynſte the 
ſetlynge of Relygyon, that he wolle 
thynke this tyme mete fo2 a general 
Councill: vndoubtedlye it is mete 
that ſuch controuerlies, as we haue 
with the Byſſhoppe of _—_ 

en 


AN EPISTL E. 
ken as they are, that is moch great⸗ 
ter, than that they maye eyther be 
diſcuſſed in this loo troubleſome a 
tyme , oz elles be committed vnto 
p2octours', without our greate teo- 
perdie. all be it the tyme were neuer 
ſo quiete. What other pꝛinces wyll 
do, we can not tell, but we wyll ney⸗ 
ther leaue our realme at this tyme. 
neyther we wyll truſte any pꝛoctour 
with oure caule, wherein the holle 
ſtaye and welth of our realme ſtan⸗ 
deth, but rather we wyll be atte the 
handlynge therof our ſelfe. Foz ex⸗ 
cepte both an other iudge be agreed 
vppon fo: thoſe matters, and alſo a 
place moꝛe commodioule be pzouy- 
ded, fo2the debating of our cauſes, 
all beit al other thinges were as we 
wolde haue them yet maye we law⸗ 
fully refuſe to come oꝛ ſende any to 
his pzetended Councylle. xve wolle 

in 
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AN EPISTLE 
in noo caſe make hym our arbyter, 
whyche not many peres paſte, oure 
cauſe not harde, gaue ſentence a⸗ 
gaynſte vs. We woll that ſuche dos 
ctrine, as we , folowynge che ſcrip⸗ 
ture, do pꝛokeſſe, xytely to be exami⸗ 
nyd, dilcuſſyd, and to be bꝛought to 
ſcripture, as to the onelp touche 
ſtone ok true lernynge. We will not 
ſuffre them to be abolyſhed ere euer 
they be diſcuſſed, ne to be oppꝛeſſed 
befoze they be knowen : moche leſſe 
we wyll ſuffre theym to be troden 
downe beinge ſo clerely trewe. No, 
as there is no tote in ſcripture , but 
we wolle defende it, thoughe it were 
with ieoperdie of oure lyfe, and pe⸗ 
tyll of this our Realme: ſois there 
no thynge, that doeth oppꝛeſſe this 
doctrine, 02 obſcure it, but we woll 
be at continuall warre therwith. As 
we * ab2ogated all olde popiſhe: 
tra- 


AN EPISTLE. 
traditions in this our realme, whi⸗ 

che eyther dyd helpe his tyꝛanny, oꝛ 

increaſe his pꝛyde: ſoo pt the grace 

of God fozſake vs not, we wyll wel 

fozeſee, that no newe naughtye tra- 

dicions be made with our conſente, 
to bynde vs 02 our realme. Ih men 
wyll not be willyngely blynde, they 
Hall eaſyly ſee euen by a due and e⸗ 
uident p:ofe in reſon, though grace 
dothe not pet by the woꝛde of Chuſt 
enter into theym, howe ſmall thau⸗ 
ctozytie of the Byſſhop of Rome is, 

by the lawull denyall of the Duke 

of Mantua fo: the place. Fo2 yf the 

Bylſhoppe of Rome dydde erneſtly 

intende to kepe a councyll at Man⸗ 

tua, and hath power by the lawe ol 
God, to calle pꝛynces to what place 
hym lyketh: why hath he not alſo 
auctozitie, to choſe what place hym 
lyſteth e The Bylſhop chole Man⸗ 
5 tua: 


. 
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AN EEPIS TL. E. 
tua, the Duke kepte hym oute of it. 
It Paule the Byſſhoppe of Romes 
auctozitpe be ſo great, as he pꝛeten⸗ 
deth, why coulde not he compel Fe⸗ 
dericus, Duke of Mantua, that the 
Councille myghte be kepte there z 
The Duke wolde not ſuffre it. No, 
he fozbadde hym his towne . Howe 
chaunceth it, that here excommuni⸗ 
cacyons flye not abzoode e Why 
dothe he not punyſſhe this Duke? 
why is his power, that was wonte 
to be moꝛe than fulle, hereemptye e 
wonte to be moze than all here no- 
thynge! Dothe he not calle men in 
bayne to a Councille, yf they that 
comme at his callynge, be excluded 
the place, to the whyche he callethe 
theym ! Maye not kynges iuſtelye 
refuſe to come at his call; whan the 
Duke of Mantua mape dene hym 
the place, that he choleth e Ik other 

3% pꝛyn⸗ 
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pꝛynces ozderhym as the Butze or 


Mantua hath doone, what place 
Gall be lefte hym, where he maye 
kepe his generall Councill⸗ Again, 
If Pꝛynces haue gyuen hym this 
aàuctozitie, to calle a Councille, is 


hit not neceſſarye, that they gyue 


hym allſo , all thoſe thinges; with: 


oute the whyche he canne not exer ⸗ 


cyſe that his power : Shall he call 


men, and woll pe let hym kynde no 


place to calle them vnto e Truely he 


is not wonte to appoynte one of his 


owne Cyties, a place to keepe the 
Councill in. No the good manne is 
ſofaythefull and frendely to warde 
other, that ſeldome he deſyꝛeth pꝛin⸗ 
ces to be his geſtis. And admytte he 


ſhulde calle vs to one of his cityes, 


ſhulde we ſafely walke within the 


walles of ſuche our enmpes to lone? 


were it mete foz vs there to dylculſe 


contro- 
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ontrouerſpes of Relygpon, dz td 
zepe Vy ont of our ennempes traps 
hes? meteto ſtudpe foz the defence 
ff luche doctrine as we pꝛokeſſe, oz 

ther how we myghtoin ſuche a 
hzonge ot ptrylles be in ſuuegarde 
ff out ipfe; Well, in this one acte 

e by(doppe of Nome hathe decla⸗ 
red, that he hathe none auctoꝛptye 
J 108 places in other mennes do⸗ 
mynpons and therkoze pk he pꝛo⸗ 
myle 4 Councille in anpe ok thoſe, 
ze omyſtth that that is in an o⸗ 
ther man to pertoutme, and ſo may 
hebecepue bs agayne. Nowe it he 
calle vs to one of his odne townes, 
we be aftaydeto be at ſuche an ho⸗ 
ſtes tabls. We layer, better To ryfe a 
hungred; then to gov thenſe with 
dure delyes kulle . But they fays, 


the plate is founde, we neede nod 
9 the q ns w 


AN EPISTLEd» 
1H be kepte. As who ſaythe, that, that 
15 chaunced at Mantua, mape not al⸗ 
| lo chaunce at Uyncence-, And as 
0 thoughe it were very lyke, — 
Uenecians; menne of ſuche wyſe: 
| dome, ſhoulde not bothe fozſee: 
. and keare allo that, that the wyſe 
Vs Duke ol Mantua ſemed to feare, 
* Certes, whanne we thynke:bppon 
| the ſtate; that the Ueneciansbe in 
1 nowe, hit ſeemeth nos verye lykely 
1 thynge, that they woll epther leaue 
(| Uincence, theyꝛ Cytye; to ſo many 
| nations; without ſome greate gar⸗ 
1 riſon of ſouldyers, oz elles that they 
1 beynge elles where, fo foze charged 
J all redy, wyll nowe noꝛyſſhe an ar- 
4 mye there. And it they wolde, dothe 
4 not Paulus hymlelfe graunt, that 
| it ſhulde be an euyll pꝛeſydent, and 
an euyll exaumple, to haue an nb 
med Councile e How car * 
e we 


| 


| 
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be, we moſte hartely deſy:e you, that 
ye woll voucheſafe , to rede thoſe 
thinges, that we wꝛote this laſt pere 
touchynge the Mantuan Coun⸗- 
fille. Foz we nothynge doubte, but 
vou, ot youre equytye, wyll ſtande 
on our ſyde agaynſte theyz ſubtyl⸗ 
tye and kraudes, and iudge (excepte 
we be deceyued) that we in this bu⸗ 
ſyneſſe, neyther gaue loo moche to 
oure affectyons , neyther withoute 
greatte and mooſte iuſte cauſes, re- 

fuſed theyꝛ Councylles, thep2 Cen⸗ 

ſures, and Decrees. xohyther theſe 

our wzptynges pleaſe all menne, o2 

noo, we thynke, we ought not to 
paſſe moche. Moo; ik that, that in- 
dyfferentely is wꝛytten of vs, maye 
pleaſe indyfferente reders, oure de⸗ 
ſyꝛe is accomplyſſhed , The falſe 
and myſtakyng ol thynges, by men 
parcyall, ſhall moue bs nothynge, 
ozelles, 
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AN EPISTFLEs, 
ozelles very Jytell. I we haue ſayd 
aughte agaynſte the deceytes of the 
Bylſhop of Rome, that wmaye ſens 
ſpobento ſharpely, We pzaye pou, 
impute it to the hatredde we bare 
vnto vyces , and not to any euylig 
wyll that we bare hym. Noo, that 
he, and all his, maye percepue, that 
we are rather at ſtryfe with his vy- 


ces, than with hym, and his; oure 


pꝛaper is, bothe that it maye pleaſe 
god, at the laſte to open they2 epes, 
to make ſofte they; harde hartes, 
and that they ones maye with vs 
(they2 owne glozye ſet aparte) ſtudy 
to ſet fozthe the euerlaſtynge gloxe, 
of the euerlaſtynge God. 

( Thus myghtye Emperoure 
Fare pe mooſte hartely well, and pe 
Ch:iften Pzynees, the pploꝛs and 
ſtape of Chꝛiſtendome, Fare pe har⸗ 
telp well, Alſo all ye, what people ſe... 

euer 
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euer pe are, whiche doo deſpze, that 
the Goſpel and gloꝛy of Chꝛiſt maye 
flozyſhe, Fare ye hartelp well, 


¶ Gytten at London oute of oure 

Palace at weſtmynſter, the eyghte 

of Apꝛyll, the nyne and twen- 
tye pere of our 

reygne. 
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